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Woo&side, 

Telephone  -  Ross  411-  Ross-on-Wye. 


-XX-XX-ZXX3QC-XX-XX- 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  ’nave  the  honour  to  sburait  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1944  which,  is  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  ins truct ions . 
The  year  was  tine  fifth  of  the  war  hut  nevertheless  the  health  oj.  Me 
inhabitants  of  the  District  remained  satisfactory. 


The  year  was  characterised  by  a  prolonged  drought 
which  produced  a  deficiency  of  water  throughout  the  District  for  a 
considerable  part  of  the  period.  Towards  the  end  of  the  summer,  Me 
Council  received  the  Report  of  the  Consulting  Engineer  upon  a  scheme 
for  the  adequate  supply  of  water  to  all  ports  of  the  area.  A  small 
water  scheme  was  aquirod  at  Harewood  End* 


The  Agricultural  Housing  Soheme  was  completed  anu  Une 
two  1  lings  wore  occupied.  This  is  the  largest  building  programme 
rtiich  the  Council  has  completed.  In  addition,  steps  were  ta.cn 
ret  the  preliminary  work  in  connection  with  a  poot-war  scheme 

P  '  i  take  this  opportunity  to  record  my  thanks  to  the 

Council  for  tho  support  given  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  u  ic^ 
luring  the  year.  Fy  thanks  ere  also  due  to  ny  colleagues  for 
issistanco  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  and  throughout  tho 
/•ear. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


May  1945- 


WILLIAM  HOGG. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


U*  avrirn 


SECTiaT_J^ -  STATISTICS  AND  SQCIAT.  CCNOITIOI J;  OF  A'A  AX.1A: ~ 

The  Ross  and  Yuiit  church  Rural  District  is  almost 
entirely  agx*i«ultural  in  character  but  during  the  sunnier  a  significant 
number  of  holiday  visitors  are  accommodated  chiefly  a.t  \Thitohurch  in  one 
neighbourhood  of  Symond's  Yat.  Almost  very  aspect  of  agriculture  is  being 
carried  on  in  the  district  at  the  prescs.it  time  and  wartime  neea  uas  brought 
about  an  increase  in  arable  land. 


General  Statistics : 


Registrar  General's  Estimated  Resident  Population 
Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ,•••  »•* 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1944) 

Rateable  Value  . « «  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rato  «... 

Estimated  Average  Number  of  persons  per  Inhabited  House 
Estimated  Average  Number  of  Persons  per  Acre 
Average  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  per  Acre 
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11,950 

72,105 

3,347 

£42,577 

£187*0.0 

3.6 

0.17 

0*046 


Ex trac ts  from  Vit ol  Statistics  of  die  -.ear; 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  pop  Ala tion  , , , 
Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000  Total  Births  (Live  &  Still)  . . , 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  rcsidert  population  (crude) 


Deaths  from  puerperal  Cans  or?  • 


Rate 

Deaths.  Total 


19*2 

29.7 

13.8 


per  1 , 000 
Live  Births. 


Heading  No*  29 
Heading  No.  30 


Puerperal  Sepsis  NIL. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  NIL. 


NIL. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  Cue  'ear  of  Ago: 


.1.  A  .  .  ... 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Birth 

Legitimate  Infants  por  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Birins 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,0'jO  illegitimate  Live  Birchs 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


4*4 

4*6 

NIL 


- ^  total  of  229  live  births  (il9l.Ialo  A  110  Female) 

were  registered  during  tno  year  giving  a  birNx  rate  of  19*2  thousand  of 
the  estimated  resident  population.  The  number _ of  births  occur xng  out  of  woo, 
lode  was  13  which  is  5-*  7  A  of  the  total  live  births. 


*1  1 1  Kn 4“lcc* H 

— — *  There  were  7  stillbirths  registered  which  gives 

a  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  still)  biruns  ox  29*7. 

7Y>  *r*  c*  ■* 

— ^ — -  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  area,  during  the 

vear9  after  correction  for  the  deaths  of  non-residents  and  of  residents  who 
died  In  other  districts  was  88  Halos  77  females.  This  represents  a 
crude  death  rate  from  all  causes  (civilians  only;  of  both  sexes  of  iv 

SECTION  B.  -  GDTERALi  IR0V13I0N  OF  ICALTH  SI  0fICES_jdg^^^ 

Public  Health  Laboratory.: 

The  laboratory  facilities  remain  unchanged  and  the 
Medical  Research  Council  public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  G., f  ices, 
Hereford,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  Ewart  Jones  continues  to  give  most 
useful  assistance  to  the  Department  and  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
District,  mho  assistance  given  to  the  Department  has  nob  oeen  limited  to 
investigations  in  the  laboratory  for  Dr.  Jones  to  given  much  valuable  help 
with  investigations  in  the  field. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  laboratory  on  behalf  of  the  Department:- 


3* 


Water  -  Chemical  Exemination 
Bacteriological  " 
Swabs  . . .  •••  . . , 

oputum  . « «  « . .  . . .  •• 

Faeces  •••  , • •  •••  •  • 


♦  37 

. . .  134 

...  11 

*  •  •  142 


Public  Mortuary:- 

The  Council  has  arrangements  with  the  Ross-on-Wye  Urban 
District  Council  for  the  reception  of  bodies  at  the  Public  Mortuary,  Ross-on-Wye. 


Water :- 


The  prevailing  rock  of  the  District  is  the  Old  Red  Sand¬ 
stone  of  the  Devonian  System  with  an  outcrop  of  Silurian  Limestone  along  the 
south  ea.stem  boundary  from  Upton  Bishop  -  G-orseley  to  Aston  Ingham  with  an 
outcrop  of  carboniferous  limestone  along  the  southern  boundary  in  Waif ard 
and  Whitchurch. 

The  water  supplies  of  the  District  vary  greatly  in 
character.  They  embra.ee  piped  supplies  from  the  Statutory  Wat  or  Undertakers, 
piped  supplies  provided  by  the  Locc.1  Authority,  piped  schemes  under  private 
ownership,  public  wells  and  springs,  rain  wo.tor  and  river  water  supplies. 
Broadly  speaking,  the  water  supplies  are  derived  from  the  shallow  under¬ 
ground  water. 

In  spite  of  the  variety  of  supplies  in  operation,  all 
pants  of  the  District  ore  not  adequately  supplied  with  water,  and  the  number 
of  sepora.te  supplies  makes  it  difficult  for  the  Department  to  exercise  more 
than  a.  scanty  supervision  over  the  quality  of  the  waters  serving  the  population. 
The  essential  of  control,  is  of  course,  frequent  sampling  and  examination.  In 
fact,  the  most  urgent  matters  are  dcodt  with  as  they  anise. 


The  mains  of  the  Ross  Water  Undertaking  supply  almost  the 
whole  of  the  Parish  of  Ross  Rural  and  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Br ids tow, 
Wolford  and  Weston.  The  wa.ter  supplied  wan  adequate  in  quantity  throughout 
the  year  and  is  of  good  potable  quality.  The  supply  is  constant  and  at 
adcqua.te  pressure,  supplies  to  the  dwellings  being  by  means  of  seperato 
services.  The  standpipe  in  the  Greytrec  District  was  removed  by  tho  Wa.ter 
Undertaking  a.s  it  had  become  redundant.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  dwellings  in  each  Parish  connected  to  the  mains 1- 


Br  1  Is tow 

108 

Dwellings. 

Ross  Rural 

92 

u 

W  e  s  t  on-under-Penyard 

5 

it 

Wolford 

30 

ti 

235 

The  water  in  the  mains  of  the  Undertalcing  is  treated  by 
continuous  automatic  chlorination  at  the  Alton  Court  Waterworks  and  has  no 
tendency  to  reo.ct  with  me  tails.  It  is  somewhat  hand.  The  quality  is  checked 
by  means  of  samples  taken  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  Local  Authority  provides  piped  wat er  supplies  in  the 
parishes  of  Brampton  Abbotts,  Llangorron  and  Garway.  The  water  for  the 
Brampton  Abbotts  Scheme  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Ross  Water  Undertaking, 

'  whilst  for  Llangorron  and  Garway  use  is  made  of  local  springs.  In  ea.ch  cane 
the  supply  is  of  tho  constant  type  being  supplied  to  dwellings  partly  by 
piped  services  and  partly  by  standpipes,  tho  supplies  being  limited  in  oa.ch 
instance  to  part  of  the  Parish. 

Brampton  Abbotts  Supply 

Brampton  Abbotts  is  supplied  from  water  purchased  in  bulk 
from  the  Ross  Wator  Undertaking.  A  small  reservoir  and  pumping  station  with 
with  automatic  electric  pumps  is  provided  by  the  Council.  The  scheme  supplies 
25  dwellings,  of  which,  8  make  use  of  standpipes  whilst  the  remainder  are 
supplied  from  s operate  services.  The  wa.ter  is  of  excellent  potable  qua.lity 
and  wan  adequate  in  quantity  during  the  year. 

Garway  Supply: 

. .  This  scheme  is  derived  from  a  land  spring  and  feeds  the 

Parish  by  gravita.tion.  During  tho  year,  the  yield  of  the  spring  showed 
considerable  fall  and  in  August  only  6,944  gallons  per  day  were  recorded  - 
but  this  was  o.dequatc  for  the  demand.  The  maximum 


recorded  yield  of  this  spring  is  j 72? 000  gallons  per  clay  which 
occurred  in  February  193S4  the  d.vnrog<;  daily  yield  over  a  number  of 
years  is  appr c:: ima . 1 cly  40,000  gallons  per  day.  There  arc  now  no  stand 
pipes  used  on  this  scheme.  This-  scheme  supplies  42  dwellings  in  the 
paridh*  ,  . 


Llaii, -arron  Sup; )ly : 


The  Llangarron  scheme  makes  use  of  spring  water 


which  is  pumped 


to  resevoirs  situated  at  approximate  levels*  The  water 
is  of  good  potable  quality  and  is  examined  periodically#  Whilst  the 
yield  of  the  spring  fell  to  a  mini. mm  of  28,1 52  gallons  per  day  during 
this  year  of  drought  the  scheme  was  able  to  moot  the  demand  in  full# 
There  are  13-4-  dwellings  supplied  by  this  scheme  largely  by  individual  , 
services  but  approximately  %Q  dwellings  ara  served  by  7  stand  pipes. 

Llancloudy  Supply :  , 

■  This  is  a  s operate.  -Scheme  which  supplies  the 
Llancloudy  district  of  Llangarron.  The  water  of  a  spring  is  collected 
and  by  means  of  a  short  length  of ’  main  sbryps  -dwellings  at  a.  lower  level. 
There  axe  no  stand  pipes  used  on  this  scheme., 

•  *  ’  4  f 

r  It  'has  boon. found- that  the  quality  of  the  water  as 
shown  by  bacteriological  examination  is  apt  to  vary  and  as  an  additional 
safeguard  a  ohlorinator  has  been  installed# 

During  the  year,  there  was  considerable  shortage 
experienced#  The  rainfall  during,  the  'year  was  below  the  average  and  • 
caused  a  fall  in  the  yield  of  the  spring,  this  • failed  entirely  in  June. 
The  position  wad  aggravated  by  a  spring  breaking  out  at  a  new  point 
outside  of  the  existing  collecting  area,  ghis  unexpected  situation  was ‘ 
in  the  end  alleviated  by  temporary  measures  to  limit  the  demand  'and  to 
increase  the  collection.  •  • 


There  arc  ij  9  dwellings  supplied  by  this  scheme  by 


means  of  services. 


Iiarewood  End  Supply: 

This  small  scheme  wen  purchased  by  the  Council 
during  the  year.  Water  is  pumped  from  a  shallow  woll  by  power  supplied 
by  an  overshot  water  wheel  with  an  internal  combustion  engine  as  an 
auxiliary  power  unit#  The  scheme  supplies  19  dwellings  by  piped  services. 

If  all  the  schemes  of  the  Local  Authority  are 
considered  together  it  will  bo  seen  that  189  dwellings  within  the  area 
are  supplied  from  the  Authorities  mains  by  services  and  a  further  20  from 
stand  pipes  on  the  main*  .... 

In  addition  to  those  supplies,  there  arc  in  the 
District  a  number  of  small  piped  schemes  in  the  ownership  of  private,  ■ 
individuals  which  supply  a,  number  of  dwellings.  These  private  mains,  afford 
supplies  in  the  parishes  of  Bridst ow?  Lrockhxgpton^  Foy,  Ganarcw,  Goodrich, 
Hentland,  Hope  Mansell,  How  Caple,  Kings  Caple,\  "Lea,  liars  tow,  Pencoyd, 

Mgs  ton,  Ilarowcod,  Upton  Bishop,  Whitchurch*  Ma  lford,  St.  Woonards  and 
Welsh  Newton*. 

These  utilise  water  from  a  variety  of  sources  and, are 
of  various  degrees  of  mechanical  soundness#  The "Department  cannot  exorcise 
more  than  a  slight  supervision  over  these  supplies.  The  number  of  dwellings 
supplied  by  the  largest  of  these  schemes  is  about  30,  whilst  the  smallest 
number  is  2.  In  no  instance  do  any  of  these  schemes  supply  a.  whole  parish, 
but  in  semo  parishes  more  tnen  one  scheme  is  in  operation  and  some  systems 
supply  parts  of  more  than  one  parish.  The  total' number  of  dwellings 
obtaining  supplies  from  these  pi  Lve.tc  piped  supplies  in  the  whole  district 
is  about  330..  1 

The  remainder  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District  is 
supplied  from  public  or  private  wells,  -these  usually  make, use  of  water  from 
shallow  strata  and  arc  prone  to  be  of  little  value  during  a  dry  summer.  The 
The  year  under  review  can  be  regarded  as  one  of  relatively  lav  rainfall  and 
many  dwellings  experienced  shortage  during  the  summer  period.  In  many 


instances  water  had  to  he  carried  by  the  N.F.3.  to  overcome  the  difficulty* 

In  parts  of  the  District  rainwater  forms  the  chief 
source  of  supply  for  domestic  premises. 

In  the  course  of  the  routine  work  of  the  Department 
39  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  examination.  Of  these  37  were  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  2  for  chemical  examination. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

Thirteen  drains  were  provided  for  existing  dwellings 

during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THZ  AREA: 


Inspections: - 
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Bakehouses 
Building  Byelaws 

Drains  Tested  (a)  Hydraulic  Tests 

(b)  Smoke  Tests 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  * ® * 

Factories  with  Mechanised  Power 
Factories  without  Mechanised  Power 
Housing  (Rural  workers  Act) 

Housing  (other  Acts)  »• 

Investigations  re  Infectious  Disease 

Nuisances 
Overcrowding 

Slaughterhouse-  . 

Water  Samples  taken  -  Chemical  Hxamination 

BacterioJ  .og io al  ibcamina ti on 
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32 

13 

1 
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12 

29 

Nil 
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20 
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Noticios  Issued:- 
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Informal 

Statutory  re  Housing 
Statutoiy  under  other  Acts 

Summary  of  Defects  Rene  dled_Jllt.P.* - 

(a)  Water  Supplies:- 

New  Services  from  Ross-on-Wye  water  Onaer  baking 

New  Services  from  Council’s  own  Supply  ••• 

New  Wells  Provided  • . .  *  **  *  *  * 

Water  Samples  taken  -  Chemical  Examination  ... 

Bacterilogical  Examination  ... 

Sources  from  which  more  than  one  sample  was  oaken 
Maximum  number  of  samples  taken  from  one  source 
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( b )  Notifiable^  Disease: - 

Rooms  Disinfected  •**■!*• 

Number  of  Lots  of  Bedding  d  Bede Jot king  Disinfected 
Shelters  Disinfected  re  Tuberculosis  •« 

Schools  Disinfected 
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(c)  Drainage  and  Sewage  a.t  ♦ *” 

New  Drains  provided  for  exes  •ing  houses 
Id*  ivies  converted  to  Pali  0. onsets 
Privies  converted  to  Water  Cm.es e us  •• 

(d)  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926:- 
Cov/sheds  Improved 
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Houses  Repaired 
Nuisances  Abated 
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School  Closures : - 


illness  during  the  year. 


There  were  no  school  closures  owing  to 


SUCTION  D,  HOUSING-: - 

During  the  year  the  10  new  dwellings 
erected  under  the  Emergency  Rural  Housing  Scheme  were  completed  and  all 
were  occupied  on  30th.  October.-  There  wore  many  difficulties  to  be  over¬ 
come  in  connection  with  this  building  scheme  owing  to  the  snort  age  of 
labour  and  material*  The  cost  as  was  to  be  expo ctcd  was  somewhat  high 
compared  with  pre-war  costs. 

Nevertheless,  these  cottages  are  outstanding 
end  arc  examples  of  rural  cottages  built  in  accordance  with  modern  ideas. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  tenants  have  expressed  groat  satisfaction  with 
the  amenities  which  they  enjoy.  These  amenities  arc  of  great  importance 
for  in  addition  to  rendering  the  task  of  the  housewife  less  difficult 
they  tend  to  promote  cleanliness  and  good  health* 

These  cottages  are  built  upon  carefully 
chosen  sites  of  ea.sy  access.  They  ore  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply 
at  constant  pressure  and  each  has  a  wa.ter  closet,  bathroom,  and  a  proper 
clra. inage  system.  In  two  dwellings,  electric  lighting  is  provided  and 
four  others  await  connection  to  the  Supply  Company*  s  mains,  iherc  is  an 
adequate  number  of  rooms  properly  arranged  for  comfortable  habitation. 

All  the  dwellings  have  ample  built-in  cupboard  and  dresser  accommodation. 

Some  members  of  the  Council  may  a.sk  wf^y  it 
is  necessary  to  build  dwellings  in  a.  rural  distreit.  First,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  population  begets  population  and  a.s  a.  result  additional 
dwellings  are  needed  for  new  families.  Owing  to  the  war,  new  house 
construction  has  not  taken  place  during  recent  years.  V/hilst  the  birth¬ 
rate  has  been  fabling  until  1942  and  the  average  number  of  children  per 
family  has  decreased,  the  population  of  the  country  an  a  whole  lias  not 
yot  begun  to  decline  and  whilst  families  are  smaller  the  number  is  greater 
This  produces  a.  demand  for  more  but  smaller  dwellings  than  was  necessary 
at  the  beginning  of  the  century. 

In  addition  many  families  are  still  living 
in  houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation  and  in  old  houses  which  lack, 
amenities  of  modern  life  and  are  worn  out  and  obsolete.  Eighty  3ree.rs  is  a 
reasonable  expectation  of  life  of  any  cottage.  Such  unfit  and  obsolete 
dwellings  need  replacement. 

Finally,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
existing  overcrowding  standards  are  low  and  ultimately  will  ha.ve  to  be 
revised. 

In  view  of  the  housing  position,  the  Council 
have  agreed  upon  the  erection  of  a  further  23  houses  for  rhe  first  year's 
housing  programme.  Mr..  G-.  Hardy  the  Sanitary  I  us  pec  cor  and  Surveyor  has 
been  requested  to  find  suitable  sites  for  this  purpose  and  bo  prepare  the 
necessary  plans. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  Larger  number  of 
houses  will  figure  in  the  second  year’s  programme  and  will  be  erected  in 
pla.ee  of  those  classified  for  demolition.  In  appears  tha.t  approximately 
10b  of  the  cottage  property  in  the  District  will  require 

'  “  Pfmtfliitfrt. 

Total  number  of  Houses  Inspoctoed  for  Housing  Defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . *  39 


Number  of  Inspections  ma.do  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  Dwellings  found  not  to  be  fit 
in  all  respects  for  human  habitation  ... 


-  •  • 


#  •  • 


♦  •  # 


•  •  • 
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NIL 


7. 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  3TIPS?VISI0N  OF  FOOD; - 


The  supervision  of  milk  supplies  forms  by  far  the  greatest 
part  of  this  work.  The  production  of  clean  milk  is  by  no  means  a  simple 
problem  and  it  is  connected  with  health  as  well  as  having  significant 
commercia.1  aspects.  It  cannot  bo  claimed  that  this  problem  is  entirely 
solved  for  complaints  of  milk  rapidly  souring  in  summer  are  not  unknown* 

One  of  the  essentials  for  the  production  of  clean  milk  is  certainly  an 
adequate  supply  of  pure  and  whole  some  water.  Unfortunately  it  is  not  the 
v/hole  solution. 

Milk  Supply :» 

There  were  294  persons  registered  with  tho  Local  Authority 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1 926,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  premises  cere  regularly  inspected,  194  such  inspections 
having  been  made  during  the  yce.r. 

SECTION  F.  INPBCTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES t- 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  wa.s  less  than  during 
the  yean  1943"  Tho  most  prevalent  disease  being  measles  which  increased 
during  the  last  quarter.  At  the  commencement  of  the  yean,  there  were  a. 
few  ca.ses  of  whooping  cough?  and  scarlet  fever  declined  in  incidence  with 
a  totc.l  of  8  ca.scs  for  the  yean, divided  into  tho  last  quarters.  Diphthoria 
showed  an  incrca.se  us  there  were  9  confirmed  cases  against  6  in  the  previous 
year?  with  one  fatal  case  in  a  nia.de  child  of  seven  years  who  hex!  not 
previously  been  immunised.  Three  of  the  diphtheria  patients  were  adults, 
tho  remainder  wore  children  under  15  years  of  age,  5  of  which  had  never 
received  any  prophyllactic  injections. 

Whilst  5  cases  of  dysentery  (Sonne1  Type)  were  notified  I  am 
satisfied  tha.t  this  represents  to  a  very  small  extent  the  true  incidence 
of  this  disease  in  the  District.  It  is  a  mild  disorder  and  many  eases  are 
undoubtedly  never  seen  by  a  doctor  and  are  missed. 

One  case  of  acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  occurred  and  one 
confirmed  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  notified.  In  both  of . these  patients . 
efforts  to  ascertain  the  source  of  infection  failed,  but  it  seemed  certain 
that  infection  had  occurred  in  this  District. 


The  distribution  of  infections  according  to  the  quarter  is 

shown  in  the  table  below:- 
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Disease 

!Tn> 
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1 

1  + 

L _ 

r> 

l.  r 

3  -j  4,- 

j 

_ J _ 

5+ 

10+ 

15+ 

20+ 

35+ 

| 

65-, 

Totals. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 1~ 

►  - 

— 

- 

1 

1 

— 
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2 

i  Sonne'  Dysentery 

- 

* 

1 

1 

- 

« 

l 

•■rn 

2 

1 

- 

- 

5 

Measles 

*T 

3 

3 

19 

9 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

36 

Pneumonia 

•-  • 

~ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Scarlet  Dover 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

mm 

- 

8 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

y 

i 

1 

-» 

* 

5 

1 

'  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

12 

Diphtheria 

- 

— 

2 

—r 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Typhoid 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

*\ 

-  ; 

—  1 

•* 

mm 

— 

1 

Totals 

_4  j 

4. 

3, 

6 

28 

14- 

2 

9 

4  ; 

JU 

_ 

I 
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Thu  efficiency  of  notification  by  the  medical 
practitioners  of  the  District  is  prompt  anci  thorough. 


Scabies 


The  number  cf  oases  of  scabies  v/hich  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the  year  was  16#  This  represents  an 
increase  upon  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  and  as  the  notification  of  this 
disease  is  not  compulsory  this  figure  does  not  represent  the  full  incidence 
of  this  disease#  Scabies  is  a  difficult  disease  to  deal  with  in  a  Rural 
District  as  tho  Council  has  no  clinics  in  which  treatment  can  be  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  skilled  staff  and  all  treatment  must  be  carried  out 
in  the  home  with  very  few  exceptions#  Many  of  tho  dwellings  have  no  bath  and 
water  supplies  are  often  a  handicap. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation;- 

Progress  with  this  scheme  continued  to  be  steady# 

The  scheme  is  operated  in  part  by  the  Department  and  in  part  by  the  pract¬ 
itioners  practising  in  the  District*  All  immunisation  being  free  to  persons 
under  16  years  of  age,  tho  practitioners  being  remunerated  by  the  Council  on 
agreed  terms.  The  scheme  works  smoothly  and  the  practitioners  of  the  District 
have  co—  operated  extremely  well 

The  propbylluct ics  used  are  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid 
(A.P.T.)  and  Toxoid  Antitoxin  ploccules  (T.A.P.  )•  The  following  table 
summarises  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year;- 


,  g  .  1 

Age  Group 

■ - — — — - - - 

1-5  Years. 

5-15  Years. 

1-15  Yeaxs. 

1st#  Quarter 

70  4 

80 

150 

2nd.  Quarter 

36 

25 

61 

3rd.  Quarter 

29 

5 

34 

4th.  Quarter 

44 

11 

55 

(Whole  Y ear 

179 

121 

,m.  ..  -  ■  ■ . - 

300 

■-  ..  ^  —  .  .i—  -  — . * 

Tho  percentage  of  the  child  population  under  five 
years  of  age  regarded  as  being  immunised  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  3670  and 
for  the  3-15  years  group  this  figure  was  66fo*  These  figures  are  probably 
too  low  as  they  are  calculated  upon  the  actual  age  groups  of  tho  population 
and  this  embraces  a  number  of  private  residential  schools  which  run 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  Schemes  distinct  from  the  Council’s  Scheme,  with  the 
result  that  the  Department  docs  not  obtain  returns  of  the  number  of  children 
thus  immunised. 

There  is  neither  the  staff  nor  the  time  available 
to  carry  out  any  post  Schick  Tests,  in  fact  to  obtain  the  present  figures 
assistance  by  the  staff  of  the  County  Public  Health  Department  has  been 
necessary  and  much  is  carried  out  by  the  me  diced,  practitioners  under  the 
Council’s  Scheme# 


Continuous  propoganda  preferably  on  a  co¬ 
ordinated  national!,  and  local  basis  appears  to  be  necessary  to 
maintain  public  interest  in  this  most  important  preventive  measure* 

Tuberculosis: - 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  thore  were  47  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  register*  32  pulmonary  and  15  non-pulmonary  oases. 
During  the  year  21  cases  were  added  18  pulmonary  end  3  non-pulmonary. 
Fourteen  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  during;  the  year  9  pulmonary 
end  5  non-pulmonary*  At  the  end  of  the  year  therefore.  54  casos  remained 
on  the  register  41  pulmonary  end  13  non-pulmonary  ernes- 


Nov/  Genes  and  Mortality  during  1 944- » _ 
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C/JJSBS  OF  DEATHS* 


Causes  of 

Death* 

Number  of 
Deaths* 

Death  Rate  per  1*000 
Resident  Population* 

Diphtheria 

1 

0=08 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  C.ysi.em 

6  v 

o*  50 

Othor  Forms  of  Tuberculosa. 

1 

0*C8 

Influenza 

7 

0.59 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

17 

1,42 

Diabetes 

1 

0.08 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

15 

1  e  26 

Hoart  Discaso 

54 

4r52 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

6 

0,50 

Bronchitis 

7 

0.59 

Pneumonia 

5 

0*42 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

0«33 

Appondicitis 

1 

0.06 

r\ 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

0*67 

Nephritis 

11 

o*  92  | 

Congenital  M:J 'creations  Etc* 

1 

0*08 

Violence 

7 

0.59 

All  Other  Causes 

19 

1«59 

i  Total 
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ROSS  AND  WHITCHURCH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


ADDSNDUI'.  TO  THE  ANNUAL  R3PORT  0_P  THE  MEDICAL,  OFFICER 
~  OF  IL3ALTH  FOR  THE  TEAR  1 944 » 


Mr,  Chairman?  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Having  now  had  opportunity  to  read  the  inniia  1  Report,  the 
Rib  lie  Health  Committee  lias  drawn  my  attention  to  a  number  of  ambiguiou®- 
statements  and  deficiencies  regarding  the  subject  matter  of  the  Report. 

Therefore,  I  submit  the  following  addendum  to  the  Annual 

H  « 

Report  for  the  Tear  1 944 • 


Page  3>  Paragraph  - 


I  have  consulted  the  Manager  of  the  Ross  Water  Undertaking 
who  assures  mo  thni;  no  complaints  of  defective  pressure  were  received 
during  the  year* *  and  whilst  the  pressure  of  water  in  some  parts  of  the 
area  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  high?  the  Undertaking  has  no  cause  to 
suppose  that  the  pressure  is  inadequate  at  any  point. 

Page  3>  Paragraph  9:- 


Garway  Supply.  t 

There  are  still  three  stand  pipes  in  use  on  this  schema 
although  these  are  used  by  a  small  number  of  persons. 

V .  '  ,1  ,  .  ‘  \  .  4 

•  ^ 

P&KO  4,  ParafflAaVl!  - 
The  Llancloudy  Supply. 

In  my  Report,  I  have  sta.ted  that  the  spring  water  is  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  dwellings  by  a  short  length  cf  main,  as  this  main  in 
actual  fact  has  a  length  of  1.9  miles,  I  should  of  course,  have  said 

a  long  length  of  main. 

Page  A  Paragraph  4f~ 

With  regard  to  the  reasons  which  I  give  for  the  shortage  of 
water  experienced  at  the  Llancloudy  Supply,  no  mention  is  made  cf  the 
most  important  factor  which  was  the  increased  demand  occasioned  by  ^he 
Prisoner  of  War  Camp.  I  apologise  for  this  omission  but  point  out  ^ 
mitigation  that  this  paragraph  was  written  when  the  Censorship  Regulations 
were  in  operation.  As  these  are  now  rovokod  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
fa.ct  sould  not  be  recorded  in  the  Report. 


Page  4»  Paragraph  6:- 

Harewood  -Cnd  Supply. 

This  scheme  was  purchased  by  the  Council  and  put  into  sound 


Kent land 


condition  and  is  of  oourse  now  the  Local  Authorities  Scheme  for  _ 

Parish,  this  is  perhaps  not  made  quite  clear  by  the  wording  of  the  Report 
(-.s  tii  is  statement  should  have  been  made  upon  Page  3  Paragraph  7* 

.page  6,  Paragraph  7; - 


In  this  paragraph,  I  have  stated  that  "eighty  years  is  the 
reasonable  expectation  of  life  of  any  cottage"*  My  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  tint  many  cottages  in  the  District  still  inhabited  were 
built  over  200  years  ago  and  that  others  ere  over  100  yeers  old. 


I  agree  that  this  is  correct,  but  in  my  opinion  this  is  just 
the  very  reason  why  rural  housing,  speaking  in  a  general  sense,  is  so 
deiective  and  fa^fcs  so  very  much  below  modern  standards* 


Of  courses  there  are  exceptions,  but  dwellings  being  built 
for  the  protection  of  man  from  the  effects  of  climate  may  be  compared  with 
clothes,  and  just  as  our  garments  wear  out  or  have  to  be  renewed  because 
of  alterations  in  the  size  and  mode  of  living  of  tho  person  inside  of  them, 
so  dwellings  wear  out  or  need  renewal  because  of  alterations  in  size  or 
mode  of  living  of  the  family. 

4 

&any  cf  these  old  cottages  have  sorbus  defects  of  structure  such 
a3  absence  of  damp  proof  course,  and  inadequacy  of  lighting  and  ventilation. 
Many  are  placed  in  bed.  sites  and  lack  modern  amen it ids.  *i‘ho  present  day 
rural  worker  is  sufficiently  cleanly  to  bo  anxious  to  have  a  bath  at  the 
end  of  the  day' s  trA#l.  Finally  tho  mode  of  living  in  a  house  has  undergone 
remarkable  changes  within  the  recent  years* 

This  could  be  the  opinion  of  an  eccentric,  but  in  paragraph  193 
page  48  of  "Rural  Housing",  the  Third  Report  of  the  Rural  Housing  Sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Council  states,  "We  agree  that  a 
well  built  house  should  have  a  longer  life  than  sixty  years,  but  at  that 
age  the  cost  of  repa.irs  will  be  increasing,  extensive  modernisation  may 
be  required  and  in  some  instances  the  house  may  already  have  become 
obsolescent". 

Page  7‘-~ 

}&  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  although  there 
are  294  registrations  under  the  Ililk  and  Dairies  Order  1926,  only  194 
inspections  were  made.  I  agree  that  this  is  not  satisfactory  os  two  or  three 
visits  each  year  is  desired.  Pi  is  has  not  been  possible  during  the  year 
owing  to  pressure  of  work  and  shorta.ge  of  staff. 

I  have  the  honcur  to  be  Mr.  Cha.irraan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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